




3. Course Content 

A. Historical Development of the Justice System 
B. Magna Charta 
C. Stages of the criminal process 
D. Bill of Rights 
E. Sixth Amendment jurisprudence 
F. Eighth Amendment jurisprudence 
G. Fourteenth Amendment jurisprudence 
H. Due Process 
I. Landmark case decisions 
J. Bias and cultural compentence of prosecutors and judges 
K. The Arrest/Indictment 
L. The Initial Appearance 
M. Bail 
N. Pre-trial Proceedings 
O. Arraignment 
P. Grand Jury 
Q. Preliminary Hearing 
R. Assistance of Counsel 
S. Pre-Trial Motions, Hearings, and Plea Negotiations 
T. Discovery 
U. Motions to Suppress, Dismiss, Continue, Severance 
V. The Trial 
W. Roles of Major Participants 
X. Procedure 
Y. Opening Statements 
Z. Presentations of Evidence 
AA. Closing Arguments 
BB. The Jury 
CC. Jury bias 
DD. Challenges 
EE. Instructions 
FF. Standards of Proof - Beyond a Reasonable Doubt 
GG. Deliberation 
HH. Verdict 
II. Appellate Process 
JJ. Sentencing 
KK. Bias in sentencing 
LL. Extradition, Writs, and Juvenile Justice 

MM.  

4. Methods of Instruction: 

Discussion: For example: 1. A small group discussion about the legality of an arrest based 
on a scenario provided by the instructor. 2. An instructor facilitated discussion about the 
meaning of "Equal Protection" under the law. 
Field Trips: For example: 1. A field trip to a local criminal court building to observe a criminal 
trial process. 2. A field trip to a prosecutor's office or defense attorney's office. 
Lecture: For example: 1. An interactive lecture on the history of the 4th Amendment. 2. An 
interactive lecture on the process of "voir dire." 
Online Adaptation: Discussion, Group Work, Lecture 
Explain how the online adaptation of the methods of instruction aligns with the course 



outcomes: Discussions will be facilitated using the discussion board in Canvas. Lectures 
will be delivered using audio recordings, video recordings, or supplemental reading. Projects 
will be facilitated by using the assignment option in Canvas. Oral presentation will be 
facilitated using the Canvas video recorder, YouTube, or simi
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B. Other required materials/supplies.  

¶ California criminal procedures as contained in the California Penal Code, available 
online. 

 

 


