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G. Coherently develop and support a particular interpretation of a literary work both with
evidence from the text and from appropriate secondary sources and to correctly



DRAMA: Instructors will select two or more plays from the classical to modern periods, e.g.

Sophocles

Oedipus Rex"; Shakespeare's "Hamlet"; Hansberry's "A Raisin in the Sun;" Arthur

Miller's "Death of a Salesman." Instruction will explore:
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The primary elements of drama, e.g., character, plot, dialogue, action, staging, etc.;
Elements of dramatic form: exposition, complication, crisis, falling action and
denouement;

Dialogue and action each as vehicles for motivating plot;

Setting, character (motivation), action, imagery (motif), diction (irony), language,
structure, style, in each play;

Theatre design, dramatic conventions (e.g., use of the chorus, alienation effect) and
audience role and response in each period,;

The relationship between the written text and the performed work.

POETRY: Instructors will select poems representing the development of poetry in English from
the sixteenth through the twenty-first centuries. Instruction should consider the textual, oral, and
aural components of poetry and provide a comprehensive overview of conventions, including:

A.

B.

Devices of sound, e.g. Rhyme - perfect and slant rhyme; Meter — iambic pentameter,
accentual verse, syllabic verse, free verse, etc; Alliteration and Assonance;

Symbols (e.g. personal, natural, and conventional), Allegory (religious and
mythological), as well as text specific patterns of imagery;

Form, including discussions of Lyric vs. Narrative, and introductions to Ballads, Sonnets,
Odes, Blank Verse, Enjambment and Open Forms;

Diction and word choice, i.e. connotation and denotation

Figurative language, including Imagery, Simile, Metaphor, Analogy, Personisit:



Exams/Tests -- timed in-class essays test on literary movements
Quizzes -- reading comprehension quiz literary terms quiz
Portfolios -- reading journals essay draft portfolios
Papers -- literary analysis research paper
Additional assessment information:
At least 70% of the overall course grade will be based on performance on academic essay
assignments, which may include timed essay exams.

The remainder of the grade may be assignhed to such activities as reading responses, journal
writing, group discussion, quizzes, or peer group activities.

Letter Grade or P/NP

6. Assignments: State the general types of assignments for this course under the following
categories and provide at least two specific examples for each section.

A. Reading Assignments
Students will be required to read literary texts and analyze, evaluate, and respond to
their formal conventions and themes.

For example: Read William Shakespeare, "My Mistress' Eyes"; John Donne, "The Flea";
Andrew Marvell, "To His Coy Mistress"; John Keats, "La Belle Dame Sans Merci." Write
a journal response that examines how each poem defines passion and desire in terms
of the body. Discuss how each writer's definition reflects the period in which the poem
was produced.

For example: Read Leslie Marmon Silko's short story "Yellow Woman." Identify the
elements of Pueblo mythology fused within the narrator's story. Discuss what the
mythology indicates in terms of values and social roles. Then, discuss how does this
mythology informs the narrator's experience with the character of Silva; also discuss
how does the narrator's experience illuminates and reconceives the tribal myth.

For example: Read August Wilson's play Fences and write in your journal what the
fence represents to each of the main characters who live in the Maxson house: Troy,
Rose, and Cory. How does the symbol of the fence change throughout the play?
Imagine yourself in the audience watching this play; do you feel yourself witnessing
events from inside or outside the fence? Why?

B. Writing Assignments
Students are required to write 6,000-8,000 words in 5-7 assignments, including quizzes
and in-class essays. Regular participation in peer-writing groups and tutorials is
encouraged.

For example: Read the poems "The Youngest Daughter" by Cathy Song and "A Bedtime
Story" by Mitsuye Yamada. Write an essay exploring how both depict parent-child
relationships and comparing them in terms of the conflicting attitudes and expectations
of parent and child. Consider how these conflicts are inflected by culture and generation
as well as how do the speakers' respective positions of view influence the reading of the
poems' devices.

For example: Read Tartuffe by Moliere and write an essay that discusses how Elmire,
Dorine, or Marianne responds to authority. Identify the authority figure, the character's
own role (wife, maid, daughter, etc.) in relation to that authority and how that role
influences her response, and the purpose of her response.



C. Other Assignments
Students can be directed to Success Centers that support this course for supplemental
instruction in primary Course Objectives as well as in identified, individual learning
needs.
--For example, work through the Writing Center Module on Punctuation and Proper
Comma use. After reviewing the materials and example, take the assessment quiz to
develop skill proficiency. Once complete, work with an Instructional Assistant to review
comma use in one of your own written documents.

Research paper

--For example: Read Tim O'Brien's "How to Tell a True War Story" and consider how it
repeatedly challenges the definition of "truth,” particularly in connection with the "war
story." For this topic, research literary criticism of O'Brien’'s work and biographical
information about his military service in Vietnam. Using this research, write an
argumentative paper that analyzes how O'Brien draws the connection between
representation (i.e., telling and writing) and truth.

7. Required Materials

A. EXAMPLES of typical college-level textbooks (for degree-applicable courses) or
other print materials.

Book #1:

Author: Modern Language Association of America
Title: MLA Handbook

Publisher: Modern Language Association of America
Date of Publication: 2016

Edition: 8th

Book #2:

Author: Kelly J. Mays

Title: The Norton Introduction to Literature
Publisher: W.W. Norton

Date of Publication: 2016

Edition: 12

Book #3:

Author: Michael Meyer

Title: The Bedford Introduction to Literature
Publisher: Macmillan

Date of Publication: 2015

Edition: 11th

Book #4:

Author: Kirzner and Mandell, eds.

Title: Literature: Reading, Reacting, Writing
Publisher: Cengage

Date of Publication: 2016

Edition: 9th

Book #5:

Author: Janet E. Gardner



Title: Reading and Writing about Literature

Publisher: Macmillan
Date of Publication: 2016
Edition: 4th

B. Other required materials/supplies.



