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Distance Education Mode 
of Instruction 

On-Campus 
Hybrid 
Entirely Online 

  

SECTION B 

General Education Information:   

SECTION C 

Course Description 

Repeatability May be repeated 0 times 

Catalog 
Description 

This course provides an interdisciplinary survey of Native Americans from the 
1600s to the present. Drawing upon artistic, philosophical, religious, social, 
historical, and political perspectives, this course examines the diverse 
customs, cultural beliefs, and long-standing history of self-governance and 



struggles of those groups with a particular emphasis on agency, self-governance, and 
group-affirmation. 

C. Critically review how struggle, resistance, racial and social justice, solidarity, and 
liberation, as experienced and enacted by Native Americans are relevant to current and 
structural issues such as communal, national, international, and transnational politics as, 
for example, in immigration, reparations, settler-colonialism, multiculturalism, and 
language policies. 

D. Examine the lived experiences, stories, and scholarship of Native Americans from the 
1600s to present, including the extensive research, territory mapping, and subsequent 
forced removal of Native Americans from their homeland. 

E. Identify and demonstrate the concepts of unoccupied lands, westward expansion, and 
manifest destiny common among settler colonial peoples in the United States between 
1620 to 1800s. 

F. Critically examine the current social issues faced by Native Americans and how these 
issues can be traced back to social and structural issues from the past such as Indian 
boarding schools, missing and murdered Indigenous and two-spirit women, inequities in 
access to fresh water, electricity, education, and medical resources. 

G. Evaluate how resistance, the fight for social justice, solidarity, and resilience have been 
experienced and enacted by Native Americans throughout history in the United States. 

H. Identify the significance of the arts in combination with healing in various creative 



 Critically examine the current social issues faced by Native Americans and how these 



d. Identify and demonstrate the concepts of settler colonization, unoccupied lands, 
Westward Expansion, and Manifest Destiny. 

e. The Code of Indian offenses 
f. Native American Graves Protection Act (NAGPRA) 
g. The concepts of tribal sovereignty and governance, modern tribal governments, 

criteria for federal recognition, Indian gaming, etc. 
F. Food and reciprocity among Native American tribal nations 

a. The divine harvest and the importance of care when harvesting medicine and 
food 

b. The three sisters corn, beans, and squash 
c. The story of sweetgrass 
d. The story of white buffalo woman and the sacred pipe 
e. The importance of the kiva and other ceremonial gathering sites where food was 

shared 
f. Spiderwoman and other stories that relate to the practice of weaving and textile 

making 
g. The story of We:wa (Zuni two-spirit weaver and potter) 
h. The concepts of sacred, the honorable harvest, shared knowledge, reciprocity, 

and intertribal gatherings. 
i. Critically examine legal challenges tribal members face when attempting to 

gather sacred medicines and foods. 
G. Resistance, Resilience, Revitalization, & Futurity 

a. Interdisciplinary approaches to Native Americans resistance, resilience, 
revitalization and futurity 

b. Health and Wellness: Mental illness, chronic illness, alcoholism, abuse, suicide 
rates, trauma-informed care, etc. 

c. Scholarship on Indigenous futurity 
d. Examine the concepts of suspending damage, resilience, resurgence, and the 

revitalization of Native American ceremonies. 

e.  

4. Methods of Instruction: 

Activity: Group Projects/Presentations, Creative activities: art, dance, movement, song, 
drumming, storytelling, medicine wheels, planting, harvesting, Small/large group activities 
Discussion: Small and Large group discussion 
Lecture: Lecture w/ slide presentation 
Other: Film/Documentaries; Audio/Visual Media, Audio-visual presentations 
Online Adaptation: Activity, Discussion, Group Work, Lecture 
Explain how the online adaptation of the methods of instruction aligns with the course 
outcomes: The coordination of lectures, group activities, and small/large group discussion 
will help students meet the SLO's for this course.   

4. Methods of Evaluation: Describe the general types of evaluations for this course and 
provide at least two, specific examples.  

Typical classroom assessment techniques 
Exams/Tests -- Midterm Examination: Midterm (format may include combination of 
true/false, matching, multiple choice, and essay questions) 
Quizzes -- Daily reading response quiz and/or quiz on weekly material 
Papers -- Reflection and research papers 
Oral Presentation -- Individual or Group presentation 
Projects -- Final Project 
Final Exam -- Final Project: Paper & Presentation  



Letter Grade or P/NP  
5. Assignments: State the general types of assignments for this course under the following 
categories and provide at least two specific examples for each section.  

A. Reading Assignments 
Selected readings from the required texts covering women from diverse ethnic 
backgrounds, sexual orientations, and social classes. 
 
For Example: 
 
1) Read pages 1-117 in Braiding Sweetgrass (Kimmerer, 2013) a memoir from the 
botanist and author of the Citizen Potawatomi Nation who explores scientific knowledge 
and Indigenous wisdom in her text. Share one story you feel strongly connected to. 
Share a detail relevant to Native American Studies that you were not aware of prior to 
reading this section of the text.  
 
2) Read the article Decolonization is not a Metaphor by Eve Tuck which describes the 
ways terms like decolonization can become trendy and misused.  

B. Writing Assignments 
1)Critical Analysis Papers (1-3 papers) 
 
For Example:  
Apply critical thinking and problem solving skills as you design ways to address the lived 
experiences of Native Americans. Write a four to five-page paper and give at least three 
specific examples from the tribal nation of your choice. 
 
2) Topical essay based on course material. 
 
For Example: 
 
Read Harjo, J., Howe, L., & Foerster, J. E. (Eds.). (2020). When the Light of the World 
was Subdued, Our Songs Came Through: A Norton Anthology of Native Nations Poetry.  
W.W. Norton. In four to five pages, explain how the authors use poetry to document their 
resilience. Write a poem in response to the text.  

C. Other Assignments 
1)Written responses to the assigned reading  
2)Discussion posts 
3)Film notes and papers in response to videos, documentaries, etc.  




