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c. Validity and reliability 
d. Scientific method and its goals 
e. Causal and correlational relationships 
f. Samples and sampling methods 
g. Theoretical and operational definitions 
h. Selection of appropriate statistical tests (chi-square, correlation, t-tests, ANOVA) 
i. Evaluating peer-reviewed literature 
j. APA format 

B. Ethical Issues in the Conduct of Psychological Research 
a. APA ethical standards 
b. Risk/benefit ratio of research 
c. Use of deception in research 
d. Human and animal subject use 

C. Descriptive Methods — Observation and Survey Research 
a. Observational techniques and rationale 
b. Reactivity, demand characteristics, observer bias, expectancy effects, and other 

biases 
c. Theories, research questions, hypotheses 
d. Interpretation and limits of correlational data 
e. Levels of measurement 

D. Unobtrusive Measures of Behavior (physical trace methods, archival research methods, 
content analysis) 

E. Experimental Methods — 
a. Independent Group Designs 
b. Repeated Measures Designs 
c. Reasons to use and limitations of experimental methods 
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