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FAQ on the Revisions to EO 1100 Revised August 23, 2017 
CSU General Education Breadth 

 
Implications for the California Community Colleges 

 
The following list of commonly raised questions and Chancellor’s Office responses is provided with the 
release of Executive Order 1100 Revised August 23, 2017 CSU General Education Breadth 
Requirements. This document is organized according to the EO structure, to assist in cross-referencing 
and highlights issues that may be of particular interest to California Community Colleges (CCC). A 
summary of revisions made to the EO that are relevant to transfer and articulation, appears at the end of 
this document. All requirements refer exclusively to baccalaureate-level learning.  

 

Article 1. Applicability  

1. When do these changes take effect?  

The policy is effective fall 2018 and applies to students enrolling in fall 2018 and subsequent terms who: 
(1) have not previously been enrolled continuously at a campus of the CSU or CCC and (2) who have 
not satisfied lower-division general education requirements according to the provisions of Title 5 
Sections 40405.2 or 40405.3. Students subject to earlier catalog years may elect to change their catalog 
year and be subject to the new GE requirements as well as current major degree program requirements 
and campus graduation requirements. 

2. Can the CSU delay implementation until fall 2019 to give more time for the required 
curricular changes?  
 

It would be difficult to justify delaying the benefits afforded by these policy changes, which increase 
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  In the latter two cases, the total number of GE semester units shall not exceed 40 semester units. 
 
�x Area C: No changes. 

 

�x 
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In the latter two cases, the total number of GE lower-division semester (or equivalent quarter) units shall 
not exceed 40 semester (or equivalent quarter) units. See Article 4, Area B of EO 1100 for a full 
explanation.  
 
Article 5. Transfer and Articulation  

9. What is an “eligible institution” for articulation?  

“Eligible” means any institution accredited by a recognized U.S. Department of Education regional 
accrediting agency or any international higher education institution legally authorized to deliver 
postsecondary instruction in their country is eligible for course articulation with CSU campuses. 

10. Can CSU and CCC campuses articulate GE courses with institutions other than CCCs?  

Yes. Article 5 “Transfer and Articulation” in the executive order refers to the annual CSU GE Breadth 
and Intersegmental General Education Transfer Curriculum (IGETC) review process that is shared 
among the CCC, CSU and University of California systems. CSU and CCC campuses may continue to 
articulate courses with all eligible institutions in the same manner they do now. This includes the current 
practice of “passing-along” general education courses that were completed with a passing grade at a:  

a) CSU before enrolling in a CCC; or 
b) UC campus or other regionally accredited college or university. In these two instances, the course 

shall be reviewed by the CCC articulation office to determine if the course is comparable to 
current CSU GE Breadth/IGETC standards. 
  

11. Can students transferring to the CSU with an Associate Degree for Transfer (ADT) be 
required to take additional lower-division GE courses? 

No, a 

http://www.calstate.edu/acadaff/codedmemos/ASA-2017-13.pdf


 
 

5 
 

Article 6.  Implementation and Governance 

This Article relates only to the CSU.  

 

Summary of Changes* to EO 1100 Relevant to Articulation and Transfer 

 

Section Revision 
2.1 Changes the term “CSU GE pathways” to “CSU GE patterns.”  

2.2.1 Sets the required semester units for GE Breadth at 48 as both a minimum and maximum while 
allowing 49 semester units to reflect practice of requiring a 4 semester unit lecture/lab course 
or a 1 semester-unit lab course on some campuses. Required laboratory units have often not 
appeared in GE unit totals. 

2.2.2 Establishes minimum C- grade requirements for oral communication, written communication, 
critical thinking and mathematics/quantitative reasoning


